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So they parted and went on their respective ways, the king
back to Shwebo and Lester back to Negrais with a 'treaty* in
his pocket. By it the king of Burma ceded the isknd of Negrais,
and granted a piece of land for a factory at Bassein, while the
Company undertook to present him annually with a twelve-
pounder cannon and 200 viss of gunpowder, and to aid him
against all his enemies by land and sea. Dalrymple prints it
verbatim in his Oriental Repertory. Aitchison pointedly omits
it from his monumental collection of East India Company's
treaties.
When the royal seal was affixed to the document, an order
from the Directors was on its way to Madras for the abandon-
ment of the Burma enterprise. Soon after its arrival, the French
under Lally began to threaten Madras so seriously that Fort St.
George had to hand over relations with Burma to Fort
William in Bengal. It was Calcutta, therefore, that arranged the
evacuation of Captain Thomas Newton and the main garrison of
Negrais in April 1759. A good deal of timber and stores could
not be carried away at the time, and was left there under a small
guard.
During the cold season, just before this move, Alaungpaya
led another great raid into Manipur. His absence was the
signal for a Mon rebellion, which assumed such alarming
proportions that he had to leave Manipur and hurry southwards.
When he arrived in Rangoon, order had already been restored
by the Viceroy of Pegu, but it was whispered by the Armenians,
the inveterate enemies of the East India Company, that the
Chief of Negrais had assisted the rebels with arms. On
6 October Burmese troops, secretly assembled in the nearby
jungle, rushed the settlement and massacred its inhabitants.
Two of the English assistants, who escaped the slaughter by
hiding, were subsequently captured and brought before
Alaungpaya. He told them that he had ordered the complete
destruction of the settlement because he had received no reply
to a letter which he had sent to the king of England.
The expedition up the Chindwin, from which Alaungpaya
had been recalled in 1759, inflicted upon Manipur one of the
worst disasters in its history. Imphal was occupied, and thou-
sands of people deported for settlement in the Sagaing and